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Monluc as well as to our appreciation of the historical value of his writ- 
ings, for, in the course of his exhaustive examination of every separate 
passage of the Commentaires M. Courteault has incidentally been led to 
recount in detail many chapters of the life of their author, which have 
hitherto remained obscure. The index and table of contents are un- 
usually full and detailed, and the bibliography a boon to all students of 
sixteenth-century France. An unsigned and unaddressed document in 
the Record Office (State Papers, Eliz., vol. CXI., no. 612), dated March 
2, 1570, and vindicating Monluc's conduct in Quercy and Guienne, alone 
seems to have escaped the author's notice. 1 An excellent recapitulation 
at the last summarizes effectively the results of this brilliant investiga- 
tion and characterizes the Commentaires as " une oeuvre composee sans 
art, touffue, aventureuse, souvent obscure, mais qui, malgre ses imper- 
fections, resiste assez bien a la critique pour meriter d'etre toujours 
consultee avec profit ". 

Roger Bigelow Merriman. 

The King's General in the West: the Life of Sir Richard Granville, 
Bart., 1600-1659. Compiled from various sources by Reverend 
Roger Granville, M.A., Sub-Dean of Exeter Cathedral. (New 
York and London : John Lane Company. 1908. Pp. xiii, 217.) 

A History of the Life of Colonel Nathaniel Whetham, a Forgotten 
Soldier of the Civil Wars. By Catherine Durning Whetham 
and William Cecil Dampier Whetham, M.A., F.R.S., Fel- 
low and Tutor of Trinity College, Cambridge. (London and 
New York: Longmans, Gre.en and Company. 1907. Pp. xviii, 

237-) 

Such a happy conjunction as the simultaneous appearance of these 
lives of Granville and Whetham does not often fall to the reviewer's lot. 
Almost exact contemporaries, each playing a considerable part in the 
same stirring events, yet precisely opposed to each other by birth, train- 
ing and circumstance, temper and habit of mind, political opinion and 
public service, it would be hard to find two other characters which better 
typify the Cavalier and Roundhead of history and tradition. At least 
one historian has voiced the desire felt by many for lives of obscure men 
at great epochs of history, that there might be deduced from them the 
real effect on the individual of far-reaching movements. And though 
neither of the men whose lives are here set down is to be classed as 
obscure, they serve the better on account of their position the purpose of 
enabling us to comprehend the drama of the Puritan Revolution. 

On the one hand Granville, grandson and namesake of the hero of 
the Revenge, brother of the Bayard of the Civil Wars, Sir Bevill, and 

1 The reviewer is indebted to Professor J. W. Thompson of the University 
of Chicago for this reference. 
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cousin to George Monck, by birth and tradition a Royalist and a soldier, 
offers a perfect example of one type of Cavalier. Bred to arms from 
his youth, he served in France, in Germany and the Netherlands under 
Maurice and Vere, took part in the ill-fated expeditions to Cadiz and 
Rhe, and, after sitting in Parliament as a blind opponent of the Petition 
of Right, marrying an heiress to pay his debts, and quarreling with her, 
her family and his own, completed his military education by six years of 
Swedish fighting under Swedish commanders in Germany. On the out- 
break of trouble with the Scots he returned to enter his king's service, 
whence he was later despatched to help suppress the Irish rebellion. Re- 
called from that by the war in England he induced Parliament to vote 
him money, arms and men and deserted with them to the Royalists. 
Thereafter he played no small part in the war in the West, contributing 
at times to the success but as often to the failure of the royal cause, 
finally imprisoned by his own side, and allowed to escape to the Conti- 
nent, where he lived until his death at Ghent, about 1659. Loyal, brave, 
obstinate, contentious, wrong-headed, rash, overbearing, at times cruel, 
he quarreled with his family, his wife, his friends, his fellow-officers and 
his superiors till the end, scarcely less of a terror to his own side than 
to his enemies, yet with a certain curious hold on his followers through 
it all. Even in the pages of his biographer, who is by no means his 
apologist, he makes no pleasant picture ; nor, with all his fighting quali- 
ties and military experience, was he ever quite a success as a commander, 
completely failing in his one great exploit, the attempt on Plymouth. 

Compare with this that stout Parliamentarian Colonel Nathaniel 
Whetham, who, sprung from a Dorset yeoman family, went to London 
as a boy, was apprenticed to a baker, busied himself as a young man in 
promoting the " Company of Husbandmen " to colonize in New Eng- 
land, married his master's widow, and rose to be baker to the Inner 
Temple. Puritan by instinct, when the city raised troops for the war, 
like his neighbor the wood merchant, Richard Browne, later Major 
General Sir Richard, he enlisted, became major of dragoons, and after 
some service about Oxford was made governor first of Northampton, 
then of Portsmouth, and finally member of the Council for Scotland. 
He dared to oppose the extreme Cromwellians at the height of their 
power, and, returning to his command at Portsmouth, played an im- 
portant part in co-operating with his former associate, General Monck, 
in the events leading to the Restoration. Thereafter failing or refusing 
to swim with the popular current he retired to private life, and declining 
to compromise with the claimants of the church property he had bought, 
he died relatively poor and neglected some seven years after the Restora- 
tion. Cautious, prudent, brave, conscientious, he offers the best type of 
Puritan. 

In these men we have the Revolution personified, and the biographies 
have been well worth doing. Bald and sober in themselves, genealogical 
or antiquarian in tone, when taken separately these plain stories are 
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little inspiring or inspired. Together they are of the highest significance 
and importance. For those who desire to understand as well as to know 
such a movement they are invaluable, the more so that, unlike too many 
such, they are wholly restrained and impartial. Neither is especially re- 
markable for literary merit or the lack of it. Each is well illustrated 
with pictures and maps, some of considerable historical or antiquarian 
value. That many scholars will prefer their own historical judgments 
on matters outside the direct line of the biographies proper may be 
evidenced by such assertions as that Whetham was like Monck, that the 
English navy still smarted from Raleigh's death as late as 1641, that 
Essex's army could not have been protected after its surrender, or that 
Clarendon's bitterness toward such men as Granville was not wholly 
justified. None the less such sound and serious attempts to set before us 
the careers of men like Whetham and Granville are deserving of praise 
and encouragement. For it is only by such work that we may ultimately 
come to comprehend such periods as that of the Puritan Revolution. It 
is to be hoped that the example thus set may be followed in many more 
cases, whether the motive be, as here, a proper family pride, or the more 
disinterested one of pure scholarship. 

W. C. Abbott. 



English Local Government from the Revolution to the Municipal 
Corporations Act: the Manor and the Borough, In two parts. 
By Sidney and Beatrice Webb. (London and New York: 
Longmans, Green and Company. 1908. Pp. viii, 404 ; vi, 405- 
858.) 

The present installment of Mr. and Mrs. Webb's great work on 
English local constitutional history maintains the very high rank of the 
initial volume, noticed in an earlier number of the Review (April, 1907). 
Indeed no other book has ever given us so intimate an acquaintance with 
the institutional side of English social life. The very numerous and de- 
tailed marginal notes show that an enormous amount of original material 
has been thoroughly exploited. The achievement of the authors is 
especially praiseworthy, because of the amazingly complex and unsys- 
tematic character of English local custom and local organization. For 
this reason it has been found needful to treat in detail a large number of 
concrete examples or types and to examine a great variety of local 
records. 

The first volume, corresponding to part I., comprises seven chap- 
ters of which the first four deal with the manor and the manorial bor- 
ough. These organizations performed a vast number of governmental 
functions which in form were " exemptions from or exclusions of " the 
jurisdictions of the county and the parish. Chapter 1., on the Lord's 
Court, sets forth the familiar " lawyer's view " of the various manorial 
courts, each with a separate constitution and jurisdiction. There is a 



